Khama
gone this initiation. It was almost " Masonic "
in its sacredness and secrecy, but was accom-
panied with unmitigated license, and there was
a veritable saturnalia of sexual vice. Each
head-man mustered his retainers, and, sur-
rounded by his sons, marched daily to the
camp of the neophytes. Proud was the Beeh-
uana father who was accompanied by his
sons on these occasions. As a lad, Khama
had been through the ceremony, but now he
refused to go or take any part in it. Sekhome's
anger may be imagined when he found himself
marching alone to the camp of the Initiates,
for not one of his five sons would accom-
pany him.- They were either at school or
church instead. This was more than Sekhome
had bargained for when he had allowed the
missionaries to come into his country, and
when, after repeated appeals and threats, he
found his authority still defied, it is said he
wept tears of shame and chagrin. At last
his threats and persuasions prevailed with two
of his sons, but the other three stood firm.
Whereupon the chief threw all the weight
of his influence and authority against the mis-
sionaries, and any who dared to attend school
or church had to reckon Sekhome as his enemy.
Hot only did he threaten civil disability and
social ostracism, but since he was known to
be a powerful sorcerer, he brought his super-
patnral magic to bear upon the waverers, who
10^ many cases were still vulnerable to super-
stitioos fears. He concocted quarrels with
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